THE CIRCLE OF FIFTHS

The circle of fifths (or fourths depending on which direction you go) is a way of organizing all the major and minor keys.  
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At the top of the chart is C major (or A minor) with no sharps or flats.  As you move clockwise, each new key is a fifth higher than the previous one.  For example, G is a fifth higher than C, D is a fifth higher than G etc.   

Also, with each new key, you add an extra sharp.  So, C major has no sharps, G major has one sharp, D major has two, A major has three etc.  Once you get to F# major (the 6 o’clock position) you usually stop using sharps and switch to flats.

However, it’s probably easier to go back to the top and go anti-clockwise.  C major has no flats, F major has one, Bb major has two, Eb major has three etc.  Until you get to Gb major at the 6 o’clock position.

* On the diagram above, the red figures are major keys, the green ones are minor keys.  The numbers on the grey circle indicate how many sharps or flats are in each key.
